
Welcome 
Laings, Ohio  Church of Christ, December 27th, 2020 

You are invited back to all our services!! 

 Those who will be serving in our worship today: 

Laings  

Church of Christ 

P.O. Box 24 

State Route 255 

Laings, Ohio 43752 

Times of Meeting: 

Sunday 

Bible Classes 9:45 AM 

Worship Services  

10:30 AM & 6:00 PM 

Wednesday 

Bible Classes 6:00 PM 
 

For more information: 

Phone: 740-213-9633 

Today’s Sermons 

 

A.M. 
“The Son of Promise and 

Prophecy” 

Scripture Reading AM 

Luke 1:41 

 

P.M. 

Facebook Live: Hosea 

 

Scripture Reading PM 

 

NA 

 

 

Announcements Andrew Beasley 

Song Leader Brian Tomlin 

Scripture Reader Andrew Beasley 

Opening Prayer Roy Beasley 

Sermon Andrew Beasley 

Lord’s Table Leader Don Thompson 

Server Don Bayes 

Server Jason Workman 

Server Derrick Landefeld 

Closing Prayer Pete Eikleberry 

  

  

Contact Person:  Dwayne Thompson Ph. 740– 391-2678 

Contact Person:  Don Bayes Ph. 740-472-5592 

Contact Person/Treasurer:  Tim Frye Ph. 740-213-0945 

Contact Person: Jim McGuire Ph.  740-827-4092 

Contact Person:  Don Thompson Ph. 740-472-5269 

Evangelist:  Andrew Beasley  

Cell: Ph: 740-213-2701 

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30AM to Noon 

E-mail: abeasley1984@gmail.com 

Web page: http://laingschurchofchrist.org/home 

THOSE TO CONTACT: 



 

Pat McGuire-US Navy 

Anthony Thompson - completed chemo treatments, will see 

the doctor again in January 

Alexis Thomas - recovering from surgery to remove a tumor 

on her spinal cord. 

Tom Mellott - friend of Jamee Stewart, has leukemia and is 

not doing well. 

Roger & Myrna Starr - both tested positive for Covid earlier 

this week. 

Grace Yonak - one of the Monroe Central students that was a 

victim of the bad car accident last weekend. In critical but 

stable condition. 

 
Please update Andrew about those on the prayer list. They will 

be deleted after 4 weeks if there are no updates. 
 We are still collecting cancelled postage stamps, con-

tainer is in the library or hand to Jean C. 

In Need of Prayer F.Y.I. 

A.M. Sun. 12/20 17 

P.M. Sun. 12/20 NR 

Wed. 12/23 NR 

Offering: $781.00  

  

For the Record: 

Amended Service Schedule 

We certainly want to take a 

moment to welcome every-

one to our services.  At this 

moment, our plan going 

forward is to have Sunday 

morning worship at 

10:30am. The remainder of 

our usual services remain 

postponed, but there will 

continue to be Bible studies 

available through Facebook 

Live on Tuesday and Thurs-

day afternoons at 3pm, and 

at 7pm on Wednesday eve-

ning. Thank you for your 

patience as we continue to 

do our best. 

 

Please note the last person out of the church building please turn off all the lights.  Thank you! 

The Cycle of Vengeance and Mercy (by Jonathan McAnulty) 
 
There is an unfortunate cycle to vengeance. One man hurts another, so the second retaliates to hurt the first. The 

newly injured party, rather than feeling that all things are even, likewise strikes back. And so it frequently goes, 

back and forth, with neither the better for the injuries.  Jeremy Taylor once observed of revenge that it was “like a 

rolling stone, which, when a man hath forced up a hill, will return upon him with a greater violence, and break 

those bones whose sinews gave it motion.” 

Biblically, believers are enjoined to forgo vengeance and revenge, remembering always that the Lord says, 

“vengeance is mine, I will repay (Deuteronomy 32:35; cf. Romans 12:19).” Learning to leave such matters in 

God’s hands frees us from this cycle and likewise reminds us that God will bring all matters into judgment, ren-

dering to each man according to their deeds (cf. Ecclesiastes 12:14; Romans 2:6). More than just letting things 

slide, however, God actually calls us to go one step further. Some might be content to merely hold a grudge for 

years without retaliation, and others might think that a mere lack of action shows a certain amount of piety, but 

the true man of God seeks to actively show mercy. 

In the beatitudes, Jesus calls His disciples to consider the importance of mercy in His Kingdom and in His follow-

ers, teaching, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy (Matthew 5:7).” The beatitudes are a descrip-

tion of the qualities necessary to be a part of the Kingdom of Heaven, a verbal picture of what it means to be a 

Christian, and a short list of some of the qualities necessary to find salvation through Christ. Mercy is certainly 

one of those necessary qualities, and without mercy, the Scriptures make it clear that men will not find salvation. 

The words of Christ also serve to remind us that just as vengeance can be cyclical, so too is there a cycle to mercy. 

When we think of mercy, the first and most obvious application of mercy is that of forgiveness. Just as Jesus 

prayed on the cross, concerning His persecutors, “Father forgive them (Luke 23:34),” so too did He teach His 

followers to forgive all who trespassed against them. When we pray, Jesus taught us to pray, “forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors (Matthew 6:12; ESV),” and further taught in that connection, “if you forgive men 

their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither 

will your Father forgive your trespasses (Matthew 6:14-15; ESV).” Jesus additionally taught that a lack of for-

giveness would itself bring judgment upon us (cf. Matthew 18:35). 

If we wish for God to forgive us, we cannot afford the luxury of grudges or the temporary satisfaction of venge-

ance but must instead learn how to forgive others. Yet mercy is more than just the act of forgiving others. The 

mercy God teaches goes further, showing compassion, empathy and kindness to others. When the Pharisees failed 

to show these qualities in their interactions with others, Jesus reminded them of the passage which taught, “I de-

sire mercy, not sacrifice (Matthew 9:13, 12:7; cf. Hosea 6:6).” 

As opposed to seeking vengeance, God teaches us, “If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he is 

thirsty, give him water to drink; for so you will heap coals of fire on his head, and the Lord will reward you. 

(Proverbs 25:21-22; ESV; cf. Romans 12:19-20)” By doing so, we will “overcome evil with good (Romans 

12:21).” This active kindness is the true sign of mercy: treating others well regardless of what they may or may 

not deserve.  

Facebook Group 

Be sure to follow the Laings 
church of Christ facebook 

group. News is regularly up-

dated there. 


